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MALCOLM X 

MAY 19, 1925 - FEBRUARY 21, 1965 


NO, I'M NOT an American- 
I 'm one of the 22 million black 
people who are the victims of 
Americanism. One of the 22 
million black people who are 


the victims of democracy, nothing 

0 

but disgui sed hypocri sy ... I 
don't see any American dream; I 
see an Ameri can nightmare . 

— Malcolm X, April 3, 1964 
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CORRE CTIONS 

from Blu e Mac 1 : Poem by T.J. Reddy in packet #587 

(p, 5 ) 

The 2nd paragraph of the introduction to the 
poem should read: 

T.J. Reddy, an activist in the black and 
anti-war movements is also a poet. Judge Snepp, 
the judge in the arson trial, -said T.J. 's poten- 
tial had been misdirected and he had used his 
poetry to mold people's minds to "malicious ends". 
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from Court todies Government Must R eveal Wiretaps 
packet #584, pg 2, paragraph 2: 

The name of the organization should be 
Catholic Peace Fellowship. 
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IMPORTANT NOTE TO SUBSCRIBERS 

You " ve probably noticed from our frequent 
notes in the packet that we are really short of 
money. Well,, it's no joke, we've received very 
1 ittle money from you all so far this month and 
January was terrible. 

Please make ever y pos si ble effort to send 
us money this month. We can 1 t make it without you. 
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MALCOLM X: 

MAY 19, 1925 — FE'BRUARy 21, 1965 
LIBERATION News Service 

n We see where the problem of Vietnam* is the 
problem of the oppressed and the oppressor. The 
problem in the Congo is the problem of the oppressed 
and the oppress or . The problem in Mississippi and 
Alabama and New York is the problem of the oppressed 
and the oppressor « 0 e a 

M to get the oppressor off their back is to unite 
and realize that it is one problem- -that our problems 
are inseparable . . . . the unity of oppressed people is 
actually r the strength, and the best strength of the 
oppressed people . n 

--Malcolm X in an interview on WBAI-FM in 

New York on January 28, 1965, less than one 

month:, before he was assassinated. 

[Editor 1 s note: Malcolm X was born on May 19, 
1925 in Omaha, Nebraska* Some of his earliest mem- 
ories were of Ku Klux Klan threats on his father, 
the Reverend Earl Little, who was a follower of 
Marcus Garvey. Eventually, the Reverend Little 
met the same fate as four of his brothers when he 
died at the hands of whites . One of Malcolm's uncles 
was lynched and another was shot by a policeman. 

Before being introduced to the Islam religion 
in prison, Malcolm X survived by hustling anyway he 
could — as a pimp, drug peddler and small time hood. 

At first his political view of life manifested it- 
self as anti-white feelings. Later, after returning 
from a trip to Mecca, Malcolm began to talk of 
uniting with those whites who were sincere in their 
anti-racism. 

By 1964, Malcolm was speaking more of the 
"poor* 1 throughout the world, and their oppressors 
the "rich," and had become an eloquent spokesman 
for the "unity of oppressed people." The establish- 
ment press was having a harder time dismissing him 
as a "preacher of violence" against whites. No longer 
could they use racial divisions to diffuse Malcolm’s 
revolutionary analysis of America, 

On February 21, 1965 while delivering a speech 
in New York City, Malcohn X was assassinated by a 
black man. It is still -unclear just who was ulti- 
mately responsible for his death. But it is certain 
that the growing respect for Malcolm X and his ideas 
was a force that threatened to shake the very foun- 
dations of America s 

On this ninth anniversary of his death, LNS 
feels it appropriate to run some excerpts from 
Malcolm X’s autobriography . For many he has existed 
only as the media-created "hate monger." But for 
millions of others he articulated the oppression 
that they felt each day. 3 

* * 

The "long hot summer" of 1964 in Harlem, in 
Rochester and in other cities, has given an idea of 
what could happen --and that’s all, only an idea. 

For all of those riots were kept contained within 
where the Negroes lived. You let any of these bitter, 
seething ghettos all lover America receive the right 
igniting incident, and become really inflamed, and 
explode, and burst out of their boundaries into 
where whites live. 


In New York City, you let enraged blacks pour c , 
out of Harlem across Central Park and fan down the 
tunnels of Madison and Fifth and Lexington and Park 
Avenues. Or take Chicago's South Side, an older even 
worse slum- -you let those Negroes swarm downtown. 

You let Washington D.C.'s festering blacks head 
down Pennsylvania Avenue. Detroit has already seen 
a peaceful massing of more than a hundred thousand 
blacks--think about that. 

You name the city. Black social dynamite is in 
Cleveland, Philadelphia, San 'Francisco, Los Angeles 
...the black man’s anger is there, fermenting. 

'it it 

In the past, yes, I have made sweeping indict- 
ments of all white people. I never will be guilty 
of that again— as I know now that some white people 
are truly sincere, that some truly are capable of 
being brotherly toward a black man. The true Islam 
has shown me that a blanket indictment of all white 
people is as wrong as when whites make blanket 
indictments against blacks. 

Yes, I have been convinced that some American;; 
whites do want to help to cure the rampant racism 
which is on the path to destroying this country. 

The problem here in America is that we meet 
such a small minority of individual so-called ’good’ 
or ’brotherly’ white people. Here in the United 
States, notwithstanding those few ’good’ white 
people, it is the collective 150 million white 
people whom the collective 22 million black people 
have to deal with. 

Listen. The white man’s racism toward the black 
man here in America is what has got him in such 
trouble all over this world, with other non -white 
peoples. The white man can’t separate himself from 
the stigma that he automatically feels about anyone, 
no matter who, who is not his color. 

And the non-white peoples of the world are sick 
of the condescending white man. That’s why you've 
got all of this trouble in places like Viet Nam. 

Or right here in the Western Hemisphere --probably 
100 million people of African descent are divided 
against each other, taught by the white man to hate 
and' distrust each other. In the West Indies, Cuba, 
Brazil, Venezuela, all of South America, Central 
America, All of those lands are full of people with 
African blood. 

On the African continent, even, the white man 
has maneuvered £© divide the black Africans from the 
Brown Arab, to divide the so-called "Christian 
African" from the Muslim African. 

Can you imagine what can happen, what would 
certainly happen, if all of these African -heritage 
peoples ever realize their blood bonds, if they 
ever realize they all have a common goal--if they 
ever unite? 

Vf * * 

They called me "a teacher, a formentor of vio- 
lence." I would say point blank, that is a lie, I’m 
not for wanton violence. I’m for justice. I feel 
that if white people were attacked by Negroes --if 
the forces of law were unable, or inadequate, or 
reluctant to protect those whites from those Negroes- 
then those white people should protect and defend 
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themselves from those Negroes, using arms if neces- 
sary. 

And I feel that when the law fails to protect 
Negroes from whites' attacks, then those Negroes 
should use arms, if necessary, to defend themselves. 

I believe it's a crime for anyone who is being 
brutalized to continue to accept that brutality 
without doing something to defend himself. If that's 
how "Christian" philosophy is interpreted, if that's 
what Gandhian philosophy teaches, well then, I will 
call them criminal philosophies . 

The black man needs to reflect that he has been 
America's most fervant Christian--and where has it 
gotten him? In fact, in the white man's hands, in 
the white man's interpretation . . .where has Christian- 
ity brought this world? 

It has brought the non-white two-thirds of the 
human population to rebellion. Two-thirds of the 
human population today is telling the one-third 
minority white man, "Get out." 

* * * 

"Conservatism" in America's politics means "Let's 
keep the niggers in their place." And "liberalism 
means "Let's keep the knee - grows in their place --but 
tell them we'll treat them a little better; let's 
fool them more with more promises." With these 
choices, I felt that the American black man only need- 
ed to choose which one to be eaten by, the "liberal" 
fox or the "conservative" wo If- -because both of them 
would eat him*, 

* * * 

I am only facing the facts when I know that any 
moment of any day or any night, could bring me death. 
....To speculate about dying doesn't disturb me as 
it might some people. I have never :£Be;ttthat I would 
live to become an old man. . .it has always stayed on 
my mind that I would die a violent death. . . . 

To come right down to it, if I take the kind of 
things in which I believe, then add to that the kind 
of temperment I have, plus the one hundred percent 
dedication I have to whatever I believe in--these are 
ingredients which make it just about impossible for 
me to die of old age. 

* * * 

I believe that it would be almost impossible 
to find anywhere in America a black man who has lived 
further down in the mud of human society than I 
have; or a black man who ha? been any more ignorant 
than I have been; or a black man who has suffered more 
anguish during his life than I have. 

But it is only after the deepest darkness that 
the greatest joy can come; it is only after slavery a 
and prison that the sweetest appreciation of freedom 
can come . 

For the freedom of my 22 million black brothers 
and sisters here in America, I do believe I have 
fought the best that I knew how, and the best that 
I could, with the shortcomings that I have had. I 
know that n>y shortcomings are many. 

* * * 

On February 21, 1965 , Malcolm. X was killed by 
assassins' bullets while making a speech in New York 
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City. From the epilogue to his autobiography 
this description; 

Malcolm X's hand flew to his chest as the 
first of sixteen shotgun pellets or revolver 
slugs hit him. Then the other hand flew up. 

The middle finger of the left hand was bullet- 
shattered, and the blood gushed from his 
goatee. He clutched his chest. His big body 
suddenly fell back stiffly, knocking over chairs; 
his head struck the stage floor with a thud. 

tt * * 

Thousands of people filed through the 
Unity Funeral Home in New York's Harlem to 
view Malcolm's body. Outside, police investigated 
freaquent bomb threats to the building and put 
sharp shooters on the roofs of buildings in 
case the unending line of people became "dis- 
orderly . " 

On the day of the funeral, crowds began 
forming on the streets of Harlem at 6 am. By 
9 am police estimated that at least 6,000 people 
were crowded behind police barricades. One re- 
porter noted that "faces were in every window 
of the apartment buildings across the street; 
some stood shivering on the fire escapes." The 
funeral procession drove 18 miles to where 
Malcolm X was to be buried. According to one 
account, "All along the route, Negroes placed tv* 
their hats or their hands over their hearts, 
paying their final respects." 

—30— 

§############################################### 

IRS EMPLOYEE WHO LEAKED INFO ON 
NIXON'S TAX RETURNS QUITS UNDER FIRE 

WASHINGTON (LNS)--An Internal Revenue Ser- 
vice employee, pinpointed by investigators as 
the person who leaked the information about 
President Nixon's income tax returns, quit his job 
under the threat of being fired, IRS officials 
say. 

In addition, the IRS investigator who was 
credited with finding the source of the leak re- 
ceived an award in December for "noteworthy con- 
tributions to the effectiveness and efficiency 
of the Department of the Treasury." 

The Providence, Rhode Island Journal -Bui let in 
first printed the leaked tax information in early 
October, 1973, and on December 8 the White House 
confirmed the paper's report that Nixon did, in 
fact, pay only $792.81 in 1970 and $878.03 in 
1971. 

Disclosure of information about individuals 
tax returns is illegal, but a source familiar 
with the case reported that the IRS employee was 
so incensed over Nixon's record that he decided 
to make the details public in defiance of IRS 
regulations . 

--30— 

################################################ 
REMEMBER, KEEP US INFORMED ON WHAT'S HAPPENING 
IN YOUR AREA. YOU'RE OUR BEST SOURCE OF INFO. 

(#588) February 9, 1974 more ..... 



PRG TALKS OF FIRST YEAR OF "CEASE FIRE": 

"PEACE HAS NOT COME BECAUSE THE U.S. AND SAIGON HAVE 
VIOLATED THE ESSENTIAL TERMS OF THE AGREEMENT" 

by Schofield Coryell 
LIBERATION News Service 

PARIS (LNS)--"Now one year has passed since Nix- 
on signed the Paris Peace Agreement on Vietnam," 
said Duong Dinh Thao, the Paris press representative 
of the Porvisional Revolutionary Government of South 
Vietnam (PRG). "But peace has not yet come to Viet- 
nam because Washington refuses to draw the lesson of 
its defeat and continues to use the Thieu regime as 
an instrument of its designs." Thao added that "not 
until the United States changes this basic policy 
will there be peace in Vietnam. That is the funda- 
mental issue." 

Thao, who recently replaced Le Van Sau as the 
PRG press representative in Paris stressed that "the 
Paris Peace Agreement was a great victory for: the 
Vietnamese people, and it was greeted with tremendous 
enthusiasm all over the country." He emphasized that 
the Vietnamese people "yearn for peace and national 
reconciliation" and added that "if peace has not yet 
come, it is only because the United States and Saigon 
have systematically violated the essential terms 
of the agreement." 

Thao listed military actions against PRG-control- 
led areas and Thieu' s continued denial of basic 
rights to anyone opposed to his regime as the most 
flagrant violations. He added that the only clause 
followed by the.U/S. was the agreement to withdraw 
its military troops but noted also that "the U.S. 
has since introduced thousands of military men dis- 
guised as civilians and great quantities- of military 
material--planes, bombs and tanks --to bolster up the 
war-making capacity of the Thieu regime." 

The press representative admitted that "some 
friends have suggested that there were weaknesses in 
the Paris agreement and this is what made the viola- 
tions possible." To this Thao answered that the pro- 
blem is not a need for a stricter agreement but rath- 
er observance of those agreements written into the 
peace accord. "The problem of establishing peace in 
South Vietnam today," he said, "is the problem of 
applying the Paris Agreement scrupulously and in -all 
its terms. That is the nature of the struggle today'.' 

Thao explained that the Thieu regime has done 
everything possible to prevent the general population 
from knowing the terms of the peace agreement. He 
explained that the Saigon government has "openly 
stated that the Paris Agreement is but a scrap of 
paper and that the outcome will be decided by arms 
alone." Thao added that "in the Saigon-controlled 
areas the words, 'peace', 'independence', and 'free- 
dom', are regarded as terms of 'communist propaganda".' 
He stressed that the Saigon jails are "full of people 
whose only crime is their desire to see the terms of 
the Paris Agreement put into practice." 

The PRG, he explained, has been making efforts 
to bring the Peace Agreement to the people through 
leaflets, "Liberation Radio" broadcasts and word of 
mouth. "Despite all the obstacles and persecutions," 
Thao said, "the message of the Peace Agreement is 
getting through." Thao added that the Agreement is 
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endorsed not only by the PRG but by the Third 
Force (neutralists) as well saying that "the great 
mass of people see that it is Saigon and not the 
PRG that is responsible for the continuation of 
the war." 

Briefly detailing the military situation over 
the last year, Thao explained that the "Saigon 
Army--directed and equipped by the U.S. --began its 
illegal attacks against the PRG zones immediately 
after the signing of the peace agreement." He 
stressed that these attacks continue, and in fact, 
are "getting increasingly intense, bringing into 
play whole divisions." He explained that bombing 
raids ,. infantry operations and artillery shellings 
against PRG territory still continue. 

Despite these violations, "the PRG today holds 
roughly the same amount of territory as it did on 
the eve of the Paris Agreement," according to Thao. 
He explained that areas taken from the PRG by Sai- 
gon attacks have been reclaimed militarily by "our 
uniformed regular army troops and our guerrilla 
forces." He stated that "our aim is to impose 
repsec.t. for the Paris Agreement , so we must punish 
all violations by the enemy side." 

Thao pointed out that the PRG controls now, as 
it did. a year ago, about three-fourths of the ter- 
ritory, of South Vietnam, emphasizing that "only 
the big cities ' remain in the hands of the Saigon 
regime." He noted that the lands under PRG control 
is "the great bulk of the countryside'.' allowing it 
to distribute land to landless peasants and grow 
food for those people living in PRG territories. 

Thao also. notes that "many people have managed 
to comeback home from Saigon- dominated areas to 
their native, villages in the PRG areas despite the 
efforts, of Thieu to stop this movement." He ex- 
plained- th^f^m they have built new 

schools., .and hospitals while in Saigon dominated 
areas, .".there., is a shortage of rice, unemployment, 
skyrocketing prices, and jails crammed with prison- 
ers whose .only crime is their patriotism." Thao 
could speak of Saigon from personal experience since 
he spent March to July, 1973, there as the PRG rep- 
resentative to the Two-Part Military Commission set 
up by the Paris Agreement. 

Thao made it clear that he had no hopes for 
an early fend to the conflict. "Either the U.S. will 
decide that it is wisest to stop its aggression 
against Vietnam and permit the application of the 
Paris Agreements, or else it will continue to in- 
tensify that aggression" he said. This, he empha- 
sized, could lead to "starting a new full-scale 
war [and] sending in U.S. troops to again save the 
puppet regime." Thao stressed that though "that 
course would be disastrous for the United States 
. . .it is a possibility." 

-30- 

•k-kieie’k-k‘k‘k‘k-k‘k°k‘k'k"ki(ie°k±‘kik'‘k°k“k‘k’k‘k‘k‘k°kie'k°k‘kie°k°k , kie’k±‘k± ******** 

"After more than 10 years of military involv- 
mentj, all of our troops hate returned from Souths 
east Asia , and they hate returned with honor . 

And we can be proud that our courageous pri- 
soners of war acme home with their heads high, on 
their feet and not on their knees. " 

--/fdyv-srtj state af. idle UxtiUri Sp&ejdbu tLoxu . — 'L9L4 
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(See packet #544 for more on sterilization.) 

HEW ISSUES NEW REGULATIONS ON STERILIZATIONS; 

POTENTIAL FOR ABUSE TERMED "INCREDIBLE" 

LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor's note: Much of the information in 

this article is taken from A. Health Research Group 
Study, on Surgical Sterilization., Present Abuses 
and Proposed flgguZ-ationg by Dr. Bernard Rosenfe ld 3 
a resident in obstetrics md gynecology at Los 
Angeles County Hospital 3 Dr. Sidney M, Wolfe. , and. 
Robert E. McGarrah, Jr. 

The Health Research Group is a non-profit 
public interest group located at 2000 V Street 3 WW 3 
Washington 3 D.C. 20036.) 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS) -» In response to re- 
cent revelations about forced sterilizations of 
poor women, the Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare (HEW) announced at the end of January, 
a new set of regulations governing federally furld- 
ed sterilizations. 

Already groups such as the American Civil Li- 
berties Union (ACLU) are protesting the regulations. 
The ACLU says that the potential for abuse is "in- 
credible." And the Health Research Group (HRG) , 
based in Washington, D.C., states that the HEW re- 
gulations "create a procedure that will condone 
the illegal sterilization of millions of Ameri- 
cans 

The scope of the problem grows larger every 
year. Over the last three years, the total number 
of vasectomies performed has risen from 200,000 
per year to almost 1 million. Added to the esti- 
mated 1 million female sterilizations a year, a 
total of 2 million people in this country are un- 
dergoing surgical sterilization each year. 

What is clear however, is that in sjany instan- 
ces, there is little evidence of informed consent 
by the patient and that these ope rat. tons have been 
"sold" to the public by surgeons in a manner not 
unlike many other deceptive mat i r t i ng practices. 

Laparoscopic (through an abdominal incision) 
tubal ligation, for example, which is a major op 
eration, has been described as "banda id surgery." 
Referring to another type of tubal ligation (through 
a vaginal incision) a noted obstetr ieian /gynecolo- 
gist has said that, "Women seem .to accept the pro 
cedure more readily if the word 'operation' is not 
used." 

He described the procedure as a "stitch in 
the vagina" which will protect against pregnancy, 
(See accompanying box for a description of steril- 
ization procedures.) 

MORE REWARDS FOR MORE S URGERY : NATIONWIDE PATIENT 
ABUSE — 

The American medical profession, medical 
schools and the American Board of Surgery demand 
that medical students perform a certain number of 
operations before getting their surgeon's certif- 
ication. 

Going along with that, the main job of big 
city teaching hospitals has become teaching students 
rather than treating patients. This means that the 
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poor and the disadvantaged, who have no choice but 
to use these hospitals, become guinea pigs. 

However;, this philosophy doesn't end when med- 
ical students become doctors. Dr. C.E. Lewis, 
writing in Hospital Physician in February, 1973 
noted that, "...medicine is one of the few fields... 
where if a wife wants a new coat, all you have to 
do is a couple more hysterectomies and she can buy 
it." 

BOSTON CITY HOSPITAL 

A medical student at Boston City Hospital , a 
teaching hospital for Harvard, Tufts and Boston 
University Medical Schools, asked the resident why 
a woman was having a hysterectomy instead of a tu- 
bal ligation. He was told "...we like to do a hys- 
terectomy, it's more of a challenge. . .You know a 
well-trained chimpanzee can do a tubal ligation... 
and it's good experience for a junior resident... 
good training." 

Another student summed up his experience on 
the gynecology service saying, "On many occasions, 
patients requesting sterilization. . .usually by tu- 
bal ligation, were talked to for several days until 
they agreed to hysterectomies." He reported the 
following exchange: 

Resident physician: "...if you can talk her 
into it, get the papers and have her sign them... 
if she won’t agree to a hysterectomy, get me and I'll 
talk her into it." 

Student: "Are there fibroids?" (Benign growths 

in the uterus which, if large enough, are a medical 
indication for hysterectomy;.*) 

Resident: "We don't know. The guy that sent 

her in thought there might be, but we don't believe 
that unless we can find them ourselves. She's 42 
and doesn't need a uterus." 

BALTIMORE CITY HOSPITAL -JOHNS HOPKINS MEDICAL SCHOOL 

Another example is the Baltimore City Hospital 
which is now part of the Johns Hopkins Medical School 
internship and residency training program. One gyn- 
ecologist who has been there for several years, ad- 
mitted, "We didn't push sterilization very hard un- 
til Hopkins started sending their residents over 
here last year (1971)." 

Dr. Bernard Rosenfeld, who spent a month train- 
ing at Johns Hopkins Hospital said that the same 
attitude seemed to prevail there. On one occasion 
a woman who had been scheduled for tubal ligation 
refused the operation after delivery. The Chief 
Resident told Dr. Rosenfeld, "Go in there (the post- 
partum roor. where women stay for a few hours after 
delivery) and see if you can talk her into it. 

Unless we get those tubes tied before they go home 
some of them will change their mind by the time they 
come back to the clinic." 

Dr. Rosenfeld also cites the cases of 12 women 
who were all asked to sign sterilization papers lit- 
erally minutes before Cesarian sections were to be 
performed. In most cases, the woman was in labor 
when asked to sign the sterilization permit. Hone 
of the women had expressed previous interest in ster- 
ilization despite the fact that it is routine hospital 
procedure to ask a woman if. s.hs_ wants sjterilizat . im _ 
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STERILIZATION PROCEDURES 


FEMALE : 


This means the surgical removal of the uterus. 
Due to the extremely high (50%) rate of operative 
complications such as bladder trauma, excessive 
blood loss and pelvic blood clots, this procedure 
should only be performed when there are other in- 
dications for it --not for sterilization only--which 
is termed elective hysterectomy. 

Besides the ' complication rate of simple vagin- 
al hysterectomy (removal of the uterus by going 
through the vagina) being 10-20 times greater than 
tubal ligation, the cost is 4-5 times greater and 
recovery required 6 weeks as opposed to a few days 
for a ligation. The mortality rate is 1,000 per 
million women. 

Tubal Ligation : 

Postpartum (within 24 hours after delivery) 
tubal ligation is the cutting and tying of the fallo 
pian tubes by entering the abdominal cavity through 
the vaginal wall. It has a 1% failure rate (higher 
than the elective ligation) and requires an addi- 
tional day or so more than the usual hospital stay 
for delivery. The mortality rate is 1,000 per mil- 
lion women. 

Elective transvaginal tubal ligation (proced- 
ure described above but not at childbirth) has re- 
cently been adopted as an outpatient procedure with 
a short inpatinet stay. The mortality rate is 1500 
per million women . 

Trans abdominal or laparascopic tubal ligation 
is where the surgeon makes a small hole in the ab- 
domen and fills it with a gallon of carbon ' dioxide . 
He then inserts anmetal cylinder through which he 
first cauterizes and then cuts the tubes. It is 
done on an outpatient basis and the woman can returr 
home the same day. According to one gynecologist, 
this is a "major operative procedure and not devoid 
of risk." 

In a recent study of doctors performing this, 
procedure, there was a major or serious complicatior 
rate of .6% or 6000 per million women. The mortal- 
ity rate is 300 per million women. 


Vasectomy is a 15-30 minute operation under a 
local anesthetic in the doctor's office in which the 
tiny, narrow tubes through which the sperm travel 
are cut and tied. 

Dr. J.B. Henry, Director of Clinical Pathology 
at Upstate Medical Center suggests that men who un- 
dergo vasectomies might be in danger of enhanced vul- 
nerability to developing such ailments as rheuma- 
toid arthritis, multiple sclerosis, or blood clots. 
He found suspeious, potentially cell destroying an- 
tibodies in the blood of 9 out of 12 men who had had 
vasectomies more than one year ago. 


when she registers in the clinic, weeks or months 
prior to delivery. 

All of the women except one were between 17 
and 21 years of age and had only one or at most 
two children. 

Being young, deciding under stress, and having 
the idea initiated by the doctor by the doctor rath- 
er than by the woman herself are all circumstances 
in which sterilization is most often regretted lat- 
er on. All three factors were present in this 
case. 

When all these facts add up to is the differ- 
ence between "consent" versus "informed consent". 

The new HEW regulations only demand a signature on 
a piece of paper authorizing sterilization with 
little regard to how or when it is obtained. 

The complete lack of protection provided by 
the new regulations is shown in a survey of 20 
women at the Baltimore City Hospital, all of whom 
had signed papers to have tubal ligations. Five 
of these women (25%) either believed that tubal li- 
gation is reversible or that no other effective 
alternatives were available. 

After further explanation, all five women 
chose other methods of contraception. 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY HOSPITAL 

In the Women's Hospital of the Los Angeles 
County Medical Center, a major teaching hospital, 
there was a 742% increase in elective (not follow- 
ing pregnancy) hysterectomies, a 470% increase in 
elective tubal ligations, and a 151% increase in 
tubal ligations after delivery in the two-year 
period between July of 1968 and July of 1970. 

In suchra hospital it is not surprising that, 
after the weekly obstetrics conference on July 6, 
1973, a staff doctor said, "I want to congratulate 
the resident staff for 11 postpartum tubal liga- 
tions a week ago." 

Said another doctor, "They did even better 
last week, they did 15." 

A resident there told the new interns in June, 
1973, "I want you-to ask every one of the girls if 
they want their tubes tied, regardless of how old 
they are. Remember everyone you get to get her 
tubes tied means two tubes [ie an operation] for 
some resident or intern..." 

And explaining what Sterilization Clinic is 
like, a resident commented, "Sterilization Clinic is 
where they come in to get their tubes tied or uter- 
us taken out. If they come in to get their tubes 
tied we try to talk them into getting their uterus 
taken out. While we're in there, might as well 
do a little something else." 

It's obvious that though the women might have 
signed consent forms, as required by the new regula- 
tions, they couldn't be considered "informed" con- 
sent . 

A 21-year old black woman, for instance, was 
scheduled for elective tubal ligation on July, 10, 
1973. On a routine visit the night before, it be- 
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tubes could be "untied Since she did not desire 
permanent sterility, the operation was cancelled. 

The problem is obviously not confined to the 
three hospitals cited as examples. In an informal 
survey of more than 25 interns and residents at Los 
Angeles County, more than half of them admitted 
that there was considerable "pushing" of elective 
sterilization and "hard-selling" of these procedures 
to women. 

A partial list of cities or medical centers from 
which these residents came includes: Charity Hos- 

pital, New Orleans; University of Tennessee Hospit- 
al, Nashville; Harper Hospital, Los Angeles, Univ- 
ersity of Illinois Medical Center, Chicago; Univers- 
ity of California in Irvine; Louisville, Kentucky; 
and Boston City Hospital. 

Almost every major American teaching hospital 
has at least doubled the number of elective tubal 
ligations in the past two years according to one 
study. Tubal ligations among black women in 1970 
was twice as common as among white women. 

As demonstrated by the examples, many women 
who agree to undergo sterilization procedures do not 
know the most basic fact about it, namely that it 
is permanent. 

And the absence ' of "informed" consent is not 
limited to women. A National Institute of Health 
survey showed that 13% of men who had already had 
vasectomies thought that the operation was revers- 
ible. This means that more than 100,000 men were 
under the impression that their sterilization was 
not permanent . 

STERILIZATION AND WELFARE 

Dr. Wood, a practicing obstetrician and gyne- 
cologist and president of the Association for Volun- 
tary Sterilization for the past 15 years, wrote in 
Contemporary Obstetrics and Gynecology in January 
1973: "People pollute, and too many people crowded 

hose together cause many of our social and economic 
problems. These, in turn, are aggravated by invol- 
untary irresponsible parenthood. As physicians we 
have obligations to the society of which we are a 
part. The welfare mess, as it has been called, 
cries out f<5r solutions, one of which is fertility 
cont rol ." 

That Dr. Wood consciously or unconsciously 
left out the word "voluntary" when talking about 
fertility control (sterilization) is even more dis- 
turbing when one considers the fact that his arti- 
cle was not even considered to be controversial. 

That bis opinion is not confined to Dr. Wood 
was borne out last summer when widespread steriliza- 
tion of black and welfare women by federally funded 
agencies throughout the south was revealed. 

It began with Minnie Lee Relf, 14, and her sis- 
ter Mary Alice Relf, 12, members of a blackv 'welfare 
family who were sterilized by a federally-funded 
Alabama family planning agency on June 14 after t 
their mother (who can neither read nor write) placed 
an X on a consent form which she believed was for 
birth control ' shots . 


old, filed a million dollar lawsuit in Bern, North 
Carolina. Cox said that her mother was coerced 
into consenting to what she believed was a "tempor- 
ary" sterilization under the threat of having wel- 
fare payments for her family of 10 cut off. Ruth 
Cox had given birth to a daughter three months be- 
fore . 

Scarcely a week later, this time in Aiken Coun- 
ty, South Carolina, Carol Brown of WeJblenton, S.C., 
a white welfare recipient expecting her fifth child, 
complained that she could not have her baby in Aiken 
County unless she submitted to sterilization after- 
wards. All of Aiken County's three physicians sub- 
sequently confirmed that they required steriliza- 
tion as a condition foraccepting any welfare mother 
on Medicaid who has three or more children. 

"I feel that if I'm paying for them as a tax- 
payer, I want to put an end to their reproduction," 
stated Dr. Clovis H. Pierce. 

And as recently as January 21, the AC LU filed 
a million dollar lawsuit in U.S. District Court 
in Elizabeth City, North Carolina against a doctor, 
the North Carolina Eugenic Board and the state soc- 
cial service department charging that 14 year old 
Elaine Riddick Trent was sterilizer 1 in 1968 without 
her knowledge or consent. The suit says that Elaine 
now 19, suffered phsyical and emotional injury from 
the sterilization. 

Cases such as these began the public outcry 
that forced the HEW to suspend its sterilization 
programs and start to draw up its new regulations. 

"However, legally adequate consent to a steril- 
ization procedure demands nothing less than a con- 
sent which is voluntary, competent* and knowing," 
according to the study by the Health Research Group. 
"No person should be influence or forced in any way 
to consent to sterilization. Voluntary consent is 
meant to prevent any pressures on the patient, such 
as making sterilization a condition for receiving 
welfare, a consent must also be competent; --from a 
patient who is of age and who is capable of under- 
standing the nature and consequence of sterilization'.' 

In the case of sterilization of persons HEW 
feels are incapable of giving consent (ie minors) 
the HEW regulations are woefully inadequate. They 
allow a court to decide on thfe sterilization based o 
on recommendations of a Review Committee without the 
presence of the patient or any patient representa- 
tive. 

Also the review committee is to be selected by 
the sterilization program's officials and there is 
a danger of the committee being no more than a rub- 
ber stamp for the program's officials. 

The Health Research Group suggests that a prop- 
erly obtained, informed consent should include: 

**A booklet containing full information of the 
available choices and alternatives to sterilization 
and of the benefits, dangers, and risks, both phys- 
ical and psychological . An audio-visual presenta- 
tion of the same would be important too. 


Then Nial Rut ]r Cox, a 26 year old black woman 
who was sterilized in j965 yrhen shewas IB years 


**A consent statement summarizing the informa- 
tion presented to the person, to be signed both at 
the time of the presentations and immediately after 
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the sterilization. 

**A written and oral assurance from the doctor 
y-f program official to the patient that all questions 
regarding sterilization and other forms of contra- 
ception will be answered. 

**A thirty-day waiting period between the time 
a patient is approved for sterilization and is ac- 
taully sterilized--this time will permit a person 
to ask questions and to free herself from a program' s 
inevitable pressures to undergo a sterilization as 
soon as possible. 

-30- 
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19 FARMWORKERS KILLED IN BUS DISASTER; 

ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF HAZARDOUS WORKING CONDTIONS 

BLYTHE, Calif. (LNS) --Nineteen farmworkers were 
killed January 15 whiae being transported to work 
from Calexico, California. Twenty-nine others were 
injured when the bus missed a turn, went qver-^m- ‘em- 
bankment and plunged into 9 feet of water in an irri- 
gation canal. 

Most of the workers who died were trapped under 
seats torn from their mountings and drowned. Accord- 
ing to Richard Chavez, a United Farm Workers (UFW) 
organizer, the seats were not properly bolted down, 
causing them to scatter throughout the bus upon im- 
pact . 

Chavez explained that the farmworkers had to get 
up every morning at 2 am in order to make the 110 
milt • ap to Blythe. The trip takes 3 hours 

and they must put in many hours of hard work before 
returning to the buses for the 110 mile return trip. 
Chavez said that the accident might have been caused 
by the driver falling asleep at the wheifel , exhausted 
from the many grueling hours of driving each day. 

Working conditions for the majority of farm- 
workers in the United States are particularly sev- 
ere--long hours, low pay, a lack of sanitary facili- 
ties and work with dangerous pesticides to name a 
few. In addition, theyrare transported with little 
regard for their health and safety. 

Other accidents involving farmworkers being 
transported long distances have been reported quite 
frequently. In Sal Si Puedes by Peter Matthiessen, 
it is reported that in one year alone, 28 workers - 
died in four separate accidents, and 341 were in- 
jured. 

Many times the buses or trucks which carry the 
workers are loaded over capacity . In the January 
15 accident, it was reported by the L.A. Times that, 
there were 47 workers on the bus when the capacity is 
supposed to be 45. Workers are also transported by 
trucks never intended for passenger transportation. 

Often this situation is made worse for Mexicans 
illegally entering the UHS. to find desperately 
needed work. In A Documentary History of the Mexi- 
can Am ericans , an incident is cited of Mexicans . ' -j 
being transported from Texas to Michigan : 

"Planks or benches are then placed on the truck 
and it is loaded with passengers and equipment. 
Frequently 60 and 65 are huddled together*. . .the aver 
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age about 50 people , their bedding and equipment 
and food for the trip. Once the Mexicans have 
crowded into the back , a heavy tarpaulin is 
thrown over them and fastened down around the 
edges so they are concealed. 

"Outwardly the truck looks as though it were 
loaded with a cargo of potatoes. Before climbing 
into the driver's seat, the trucker tosses a 
couple of coffee cans into the back to be used 
as urinals during the journey." 

Along with this, many of the vehicles used 
to transport workers are old and in bad repair. 

In New York in the late sixties-, several farm- 
workers were killed as an unlicensed bus, lacking 
brakes, was demolished by a train at a railroad 
crossing. 

The California highway patrol is still invest- 
igating the January accident in Blythe with the 
suspicion that it was partially due to some sort 
of defect in the bus. 

-30- 
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”1 CALL UPON YOU TO ’.ASSIST YOUR SOCIETY TO CONTINUE 

TO CREATE MILITARY LEADERSHIP": 

PR0-R0TC ORGANIZATION APPEALS FOR FUNDS 

STILLWATER, Okla. (LNS) --"Today as you are 
painfully aware, the military are out of fashion," 
begins a recent fundraising letter from the Scab- 
bard and Blade Endowment Resources, Inc (or SABER). 

SABER is an organization whose purpose is to 
"promote patriotism and a desire to serve in the 
military services':' and "the preservation of ROTC 
programs". It lists among members of its Board of 
Advisors su.ck:YiQ'tab:leiS3 as Spiro T. Agnew, Barry 
Goidwater, Gen. Curtis ("Bomb them back to the 
stoneafee") LeMay, Dean Rusk and Gen.' T William West- 
moreland. 

"If you are disturbed at the state of the 
world, as I am, " said the letter signed "Yours 
in Five Stars 1 , Edwin E. Glover", the National 
Treasurer, "I invite you to join with many other 
patriotic Alumni in supporting Scabbard and Blade. 

"As our nation's only military honor society, 
our 160 chapters represent a beachhead of patriot- 
ism on liberal, left-wing campuses. As you well 
know, we attract students with good character, 
clean-cut young men who are 'turned off' by long 
hair, patched {jeans and the drug culture. 

"With todays s volunteer armed forced, America 
needs dedicated officers more than ever before. 

"I - aail upon you to assist your society 
(through the Saber Foundation) to continue creat- 
ing military leadership for our country. Your 
contribution will help develop the essential 
qualities of military leadership find educate • 
America's youth on our overwhelming need for mil- 
itary preparedness in a hostile world." 

"P.S . the letter concluded, "Frankly the 
continued freedom of America may depend upon an 
effective corps of military officers." 
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SANITY BOARD REFUSES TO MAKE A DECISION ON MELVIN 
X* SMITH; FACES RETRIAL MARCH Sth ' 

LIBERATION News Service 

FT 0 LEAVENWORTH, Kansas (LNS) —A military sanity- 
board announced at the beginning' of January that it 
couldn’t reach a decision in the case of Melvin X. 
Smith, a 24 year old black GI. He now faces a re- 
trial on murder charges on March 5. 

Smith Vs family was a poor family living in one 
of the black ghettos of Chicago. Melvin Smith had 
to leave school to get a job to help support it. And 
although his brother had already been drafted and was 
in Vietnam (thereby, according to law, exempting any- 
one else in the family) Melvin too was drafted and 
sent to Vietnam. "Legally” he was never supposed to 
be there in the first place. 

In the Army Melvin was known as a quiet easy- 
going person. In April, 1971 (after 8 months in 
Vietnam) while he was stationed in Quang Tri, a good 
friend of his was killed in combat, and Melvin- was 
very upset by his death. The same night, he slipped 
and fell off a 30 foot observation tower where he 
was on duty. Although he was hurt, he waited until 
he was off duty before reporting to the dispensary 
with severe head and back .pains. Even though the had 
a lump on his head, only his back was x-rayed, and 
he was released after only first aid treatment. 

A number of his friends noticed that after his 
fall o Srnl'vi began acting strangely. On the morning 
of May 7, he was seen sitting alone, talking to him- 
self. At; noon, he walked into the mess hall with a 
gun and shot and killed a white' first sergeant and 
wounded two other enlisted men. He then walked into 
his hut. Several shots were heard and he was found 
with a number of self-lnfli cted bullet wounds. 

In critical condition, Melvin was first moved 
from. Vietnam to Japan, then to .Pennsylvania, and" 'then 
to Denver to get treatment.,. When his mother visited 
him at Fitzsimmons' Army Hospital in Denver she found 
him glassy-eyed, incoherent and confused. He remem- 
bered almost nothing of what happened to him for some 
time after his fall from the tower, including when 
he shot the three men and himself.. 

He was examiner! by three army psychiatrists who 
found "strong evidence of severe emotional disturb- 
ance 0 n However, instead of giving' him a medical dis- 
charge with disability benefits, the army decided on 
a court martial. 

In August 1971, Smith was spirited away from 
Denver and sent back to Vietnam where he was put in 
the stockade. He spent over five months there, and 
without proper medical care, his wounds, which had 
not healed well, got reinfected. The Army finally 
held a sanity board hearing and disregarding the 
Denver Army psychiatrists 1 recommendations, found 
him legally sane at the time of the shootings. 

In February 1972 he was tried, convicted, and 
sentenced to life .imprisonment . Since that time 
Melvin As psychological state has improved, but he 
still has amnesia about the shooting. While in pri- 
son. he became a Muslim. 


on, technical grounds. The sanity board hearing 
was the first step. This time the board claimed 
they couldn’t tell whether he was sane or not at 
the time of the incidents since it was such a 1 
long time ago. 

His Defense Committee is now trying to find 
people who were with Melvin in the 54th Ordnance 
Company, 26th General Support Group, in Quang 
Tri Province in April and May 1971. That unit was 
phased out, and since the Army claims it can’t 
find the records of the people who were in it, 
it would enable the defense to contact witnesses. 

Write to NOSCAM-Chicago, 2743 N. Wilton, Chicago, 

111 60614, with any information. 

Melvin’s defense committee asks that letters 
of protest and support be sent to Nixon, the 
Commandant at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas 66027, or 
to Pep. Ron Dellums, 1417 Longworth Bldg. Wash- 
ington, DC 20515. 

As Melvin X. Smith wrote from his cell in 
Ft. Leavenworth: ”1 am willing to assist in bring- 
ing an end to demoralization and abusive indoct- 
rination of human beings in the armed forces. I 
shall never forget the insults and degradation of 
pride that the military caused me and undoubtedly 
millions of others, some of whom are residing here.... 
These convictions have caused these men to be sub- 
jected to further inhuman treatment and captivity 
in cages, exposed to more and perpetual 
persecution. 11 
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"WE REALLY MOVE OUR TAIL FOR YOU:" 

STEWARDESSES OBJECT TO AIRLINES’ NEW AD CAMPAIGN 

NEW YORK (LNS) --If National Airline' 1 s "Fly Me, Pm 
Cheryl," wasn’t enough for you, get ready for Contin- 
ental Airline’s new slogan--"We Really Move Our Tail 
For You." 

According to the Los Angeles Times , Continental 
claims that its multi-million dollar Madison Avenue 
ad campaign conveys the idea that all employees— 
pilots, mechanics, chefs- -are hustling on behalf of 
passengers. However, the company has acknowledged 
that National’s "Fly Me" campaign and resulting 19% 
increase in passenger growth in 1972 (compared to 
overall industry growth of 10%) had a good deal of 
positive influence. 

"We’re sure going to make a noise in the mar- 
ketplace," boasted Continental’s senior vice-presi- 
dent of marketing Charles A. Bucks about the new 
slogan." 

Not all of Continental ’ s stewardesses are as 
excited about the campaign, however. "We’ve been 
fighting this image for a long time," said Polly 
Musch, "and now we’re expected to defend ourselves 
from the playboy passengers when basically we’re 
there for safety." 

The stewardesses maintain that they definitely 
will bear the brunt of customer response to the 
"promise of thrills in flight," as one woman put it. 
Why else would Continental offer the women a choice 
of snappy rejoinders ift its introduction of the new 


In September 1972, he; was granted a new trial 
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campaign as well a^vaimonthly contest for the best 
reoly from an employee? 

A suggested answer to the passenger who asks 
"Will you move your tail for me?" -- "Why, is it 
in the way?" 

A second answer was offered in a film at the - 
campaign's introduction by a stewardess featured in 
the TV commercials--"You bet your sweet ass I will." 

"Obviously, those 1 are not quips a man would say 
to another man," said Camille Crosby, a stewardess 
for 12 years. "They're not something a passenger 
would say to a ticket agent." 

-30- 
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GI CHARGES COVER UP OF OFFICER'S DRUG USE 
LIBERATION News Serve ie 

CRAILSHEIM, West Germany (LNS) — An Army PFC 
has charged that his battery commander was permitted 
to remain on duty, in violation of Army regulations, 
after a urinalysis indicated barbituate use. 

This breach of proceedure was especially omin- 
,us because the Battery Commander, Captain Leighton 
Duitsman, is in charge of a Field Artillary 
Company at the nuclear missile base in West Germany, 
and was on duty during the nuclear alert in late 
< 973 . 

PFC Warren F. Habr, a medic with the unit, filed 
■barges with the staff Judge Advocate of VII Corps 
on February 1. According to Habr, personnel from the 
Lt. Colonel in charge of the unit on down may have 
participated in the cover up, which included the re- 
moval of the August test result record from its nor- 
mal storage place. 

Comments relative to the matter were also re- 
moved from the Captain's medical records, Habr charg- 
es . 

Army regulations governing safety procedures 
at nuclear installations are very clear. AR 50-5 
provides that upon evidence of drug use, the person 
involved must be temporarily suspended from duty, 
pending an investigation. Habr charges that this 
procedure was not followed, and Captain Duitsman 
was never suspended. 

Only a week earlier, the Army was boasting to 
the Subcommittee on Military Applications of the 
Joint Committee on Atomic Energy about how well its 
nuclear safety program was working. The subcommittee, 
headed by Senator Stuart Symington, heard reports 
indicating that thousands of personnel had been re- 
moved from sensitive positions in mallear units, 
mostly because of drug abuse. 

In his letter filing the charges Habr said, "I 
read with interest the story in last Monday's STARS 
$ STRIPES about how ©ell the military is policing 
its nuclear programs... I don*t know how many of 
these if suspended] personnel were officers, rather 
than enlisted men, but I sincerely hope that this 
case is not typical of the way such matters are 
handled with officers." 


To be sure, enlisted men have no reason to 
expect this sort of privileged treatment in their 
cases. On the contrary, , for the past year, GIs 
in Germany have been the subjects of an anti-drug 
program so extreme that a Federal judge declared 
most of it unconstitutional and ordered it can- 
celled in mid-January. It is possible that the 
Army will appeal the decision. 

The "Nelligen Anti-Dung Movement" targeted 
suspected GI drug users as well as GIs who had 
"been identified as an associate of a known or 
suspected drug abuser." 

"As a result," the form letter issued by 
the U.S. Army in Zirndorf to suspected GIs stated; 
"you will remove the door from your room and take 
it to the supply room; you are denied and lose 
all pass privileges; your civilian and military 
drivers licenses are suspended; you will not wear 
civilian clothes under any circumstances; 

"You will live in a bare room and have only 
a wall locker and a bed;. you will go to the com- 
munity drug and alchohol assistance center for 
counseling; you will undergo urine testing at 
least three times a week; you will live and sleep 
in your own room and you will not accept, buy or 
take anything from another person." 

Lawyers for the Lawyers Military Defense Com- 
mittee, who initiated the successful suit against 
the drug program last spring, described the fol- 
lowing incident. 

"One of our clients was asleep when at 2 AM 
on January 5, 1973, his first sergeant burst into 
his room, accompanied by the commanding officer 
of the company and ordered the man's door removed 
from it's hinges immediately. The first sergeant 
was carrying a club, for purposes ewhich are unclear." 

It remains unclear just how the Army will 
deal with Habr's charge of a cover up, or with the 
charge that legally Captain Duitsman should be 
suspended from his sensitive position. It is also 
not known at this time whether the Army will attempt 
to take any action against PFC Habr. Habr is rep- 
resented by civilian counsel, however, and has 
said he will not be intimidated. 

-30- 



PAMPHLET ON WORKING WOMEN AVAILABLE 


NEW YORK (LNS) --"Working Women: Our Stories 
and Struggles*",' is a new 72 page booklet put out 
by the Center for United Labor Action. It con- 
tains accounts and interviews by women in a wide 
variety of working situations, including restaurant 
workers, clerks, workers for the phone company, 
garment workers, and women in industrial plants. 

Other accounts discuss strikes, union organ- 
izing, day care, welfare and social security. 

The pamphlet is available for 50 cents from 
the Center for United Labor Action, 167 W. 21 St, 
New York, New York 10011. 

-30- 
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SIM AGAINST OIL CO'S CHARGE CONTRIVED FUEL SHORTAGE: 

DEMAND PAYMENT OF DAMAGES FOR CONSUMERS 

LIBERATION News Service 

MEW YORK (LNS)--Four oil companies have been 
. hv! in a civil suit .filed by the State of New 
-M with diverting the supply of heating oil des- 
' to heat thousands of apartments and homes in 
New York area, and .keeping oil stored secretly 
nr*- it the "storage" would allow them to charge ex- 
orbitant prices for it. 

The companies named in the suit filed on Febru- 
-TV :6 were Shell, the Asiatic Petroleum Corporation, 

< rmpania Shell de Venezuela, and Shell Curacao — 'all 
. ,'tsidiaries of Royal Dutch Shell. 

According to the complaint, the oil that would 
TTi.ally have been imported by Shell Oil from Shell 
Curacao and Shell Venezuela was instead imported by 
■\siatic Petroleum last summer. About 600,000 barrels, 
or ever 25 million gallons-- -enough to ..heat 40,000 
o r-s for one year- -were then stored in reserve tanks 
leased by Asiatic in New Jersey until after the Mid- 
dle East oil embargo was announced. 

Meanwhile, Shell was telling its customers that 
it could not meet its obligations because of short 
- reply, and was instituting a voluntary allocations 
program. As an example of the "exhorbitant prices" 
t resulted, the suit says that Shell was charging 
M r-rendent wholesalers 18.35 cents a gallon for #2 
• : rt the oil it had diverted through Asiatic was 

‘ r -old to other independents for 47. S cents a 
- 1 on . 

The complaint asked $50,000 in penalties against 
each defendant plus restitution to all customers 
who bought home-heating oil from the defendants at 
"unconscionable prices. " The suit contends that 
many residents of the New York area had to pay as 
much as 11 cents more per gallon than they should 
have, because of Shell's manipulations. 

Landlords in New York reported a 40 percent rise 
in the price of heating oil in mid January, and a 
vice president of a large real estate company said 
that the increases in its fuel oil bills would "re- 
quire" rent increases of up to 20 percent for tenants. 

Before 1973, Asiatic had not been involved in 
supplying home 'hqatjfp^oil, limiting its business 
to bulk supplies of residual oils used by utilities 
and industry. According to the suit, Asiatic's sup- 
ply of home heating oil "hidden in New Jersey" was 
not reported to the American Petroleum Institute (API) 
"and therefore did not appear in the organization's 
statistics of inventories." 

The API has been providing supply figures to 
the Federal Energy Office which tend to support the 
oil industry's contention that there are major short- 
ages of fuels. Meanwhile, there are reports of oil 
tankers being unable to unload supplies because there 
is no empty A toragg space- -evidence that there may 
be much more oil on hand than the oil companies want 
to admit. 

Another class action suit was filed in Detroit 
in the beginning of January, charging 12 maljor oil 
companies with artificially creating the fuel short- 

age in order to raise profits. This suit demands 
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damages of $1,000 for every person in the Un- 
ited States who has paid unfair prices for fuel 
products . 

James A, Tucker, the attorney who filed 
the suit, said that it was designed to force 
the oil companies, which include Exxon, Shell, 

Sun and Mobil, to disclose their production and 
reserves . 

— 30— 
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DEFENSE COMMITTEE ANNOUNCES FORMATION 
OF WOUNDED KNEE SPEAKERS BUREAU 

ST. PAUL, Minnesota (LNS)--The Wounded Knee 
Defense Committee has announced that Wounded 
Knee trial defendants, their lawyers, partici- 
pants in the Wounded Knee takeover, members of 
the American Indian Movement and supporters of 
the Wounded Knee action will make themselves 
available as speakers and will travel throughout 
the country "to bring you the truth about Wound- 
ed Knee." 

Included on the speakers list are Dennis 
Banks, Russell Means, Clyde and Vernon Bellecourt 
of AIM; and Bill Kunstler, Mark Lane, Ethel 
Merrival, Ramon Roubideaux and Ken Tilsen, lawyers 
on the defense team. Also available are Dee 
Brown, the author of "Bury My Heart At Wounded 
Knee" and Vine Deloria who wrote "Custer Died 
For Your Sins." 

For more information contact : Native Amer- 
ican Speakers Bureau, 333 Sibley St., Suite 605, 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101 or phone 612-224-5633. 
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W. GERMAN LEFTIST COLLECT $30,000 TO 
AID NORTH VIETNAM FILM PRODUCTION 

NEW YORK (LNS)--A West German group called 
"Committee to Strengthen the North Vietnam Films" 
has managed to collect about $30,000 to help the 
North Vietnamese produce documentaries telling 
about their country. 

Variety , the entertainment industry's trade 
magazine, reports that the group hopes to collect 
an additional $200,000 this year. 

Money is being used to send cameras as well 
as cutting and copying equipment to North Vietnam 
It's also planned to send a committee of German, 
Swiss and Dutch film workers to aid their North 
Vietnamese colleagues in establishing a document- 
ary and film information center. 
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REMEMBER FOLKS, NOW IS THE TIME FOR LNS SUBSCRIBERS 
TO PULL US OUT OF OUR FINANCIAL HOLE. WE'RE HURT- 
ING FOR MONEY, THAT'S FOR SURE, BUT IF EVERY ONE 
PITCHES IN AND HELPS WE'LL PULL THROUGH LIKE WE 
ALWAYS HAVE. SORRY WE HAVE TO KEEP TALKING ABOUT 
IT, BUT YOU'RE THE FOLKS WHO KEEP US GOING. THANKS. 
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on to graphics 


(# 588 ) 











TOP RIGHT: Striking immigrant workers in 
Paris. This may be used with the story 
on page 9 of packet #586. 


TOP LEFT: Barracks of North African 

immigres in Denain , France, an industrial 
town. This may be used with the story on 
page 9 of packet #586. 


BOTTOM RIGHT: A girl selling fruit at the BOTTOM LEFT: A Portuguese worker's family 

Loc Ninh market, in the liberated zones awaiting entry into France. This may be 

of South Vietnam. This may be run with run with the story on immigrant workers 

the story on page 3 of this packet (#588) . in France on page 9 of packet #586. 

CREDIT: LNS 





MALCOLM X 

MAY 19, 1925 - FEBRUARY 21, 1965 


NO, I'M NOT an American- 
I'm one of the 22 million black 
people who are the victims of 
Americanism. One of the 22 
million black people who are 


the victims of democracy, nothing 
but disguised hypocrisy ... I 
don't see any American dream; I 
see an American nightmare. 

— Malcolm X, April 3, 1964 








T~n Ria^» Xh • < can go with Gabriel Koike’s TOP LEFT: Landlord or city businessman, 

speech abotr US's role in. South Vietnam CREDIT: CRITICAL CHOICE/LNS 

which is on page 7 in the last packet (#587). 
i : Ciris - "T^mx r anr US 

(The figures in tbs room are Nixon » Secretary 
of Defense,, Schle singer, and Kissinger.) 


BOTTOM RIGHT: This is a copy of the cover. 
CREDIT: LNS 


BOTTOM LEFT: South Vietnamese people who have been 
arrested because they were suspected of being 
sypathetic to the NLF. This can go with the 
story on page 3 of this packet (#588) or with 
the story on page 7 of the last packet (#587). 
This photo was taken a few years ago, but the 
arrests continue . 

CREDIT: Indochina Mobile Education Project/LNS 
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